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GENERAL SOURCES 

 

Commonwealth (British and ANZAC) forces battled German and Turkish troops from January 1915 to 

October 1918 for control of Syria, Palestine, and the Sinai Peninsula.  The Ottoman Empire was keenly 

interested in eliminating British colonial rule in the region; their German allies needed as many 

Commonwealth troops as possible away from the Western Front and otherwise engaged. 

 

Bowman-Manifold, M.G.E..  An Outline of the Egyptian and Palestine Campaigns, 1914-18.  England: 

Institute of Royal Engineers, 1932.  100 p.  D566.B62. 

 

Bullock, David L.  Allenby's War:  The Palestine-Arabian Campaigns, 1916-18.  NY:  Blanford, 1988. 

160 p.  D566.B85. 

 

Dane, Edmund.  British Campaigns in the Nearer East, 1914-1918, from the Outbreak of War with 

Turkey to the Taking of Jerusalem.  NY: Hodder & Stoughton, 1917.  331 p.  D566.D3. 
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David, Robert.  La Drame Ignoré de l’Armeé d’Orient:  Dardanelles-Derbie-Salonique-Athènes.  Paris: 

Plon, 1927.  361 p.  D566.D38. 

 

Ford, Roger.  Eden to Armageddon:  World War I in the Middle East.  NY:  Pegasus Books, 2009.  496 p. 

D566.F67. 

 

Hughes, Matthew.  “Command, Strategy and the Battle for Palestine, 1917.”  In 1917:  Beyond the 

Western Front.  Boston, MA:  Brill, 2009.  pp. 113-30.  D521.A1.1917.  

 

Idriess Ion L.  The Desert Column.  London:  Angus & Robertson, 1938.  D566.I5. 

 

Kearsey, A.  The Operations in Egypt and Palestine, August, 1914, to June, 1917.  Aldershot:  Gale & 

Polden, 1937.  D566.K42. 

 

Keren, Michael, & Keren, Shlomit.  We are Coming, Unafraid:  The Jewish Legions and the Promised 

Land in the First World War.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2010.  191 p.  D568.7.K47. 

 

Kirkbride, Alec S.  An Awakening:  The Arab Campaign, 1917-18.  Tavistock, England:  U Arabia, 

1971.  134 p.  D566.K57. 

 

McKale, Donald M.  War by Revolution:  Germany and Great Britain in the Middle East in the Era of 

World War I.  Kent, OH:  Kent State, 2008.  332 p.  D621.M628.M35. 

 

Mortlock, Michael J.  The Egyptian Expeditionary Force in World War I:  A History of the British-led  

Campaigns in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland, 2011.  302 p.  

D547.S85.M67. 

 

Newell, Jonathan.  "Allenby and the Palestine Campaign."  In The First World War and British Military 

History.  [Edited by Brian Bond]  Oxford:  Clarendon, 1991.  pp. 189-226.  D522.42.F56. 

 

Perrett, Bryan.  Desert Warfare:  From Its Roman Origins to the Gulf Conflict.  Wellingborough, 

England:  Stephens, 1988.  224 p.  U167.5.D4.P47. 

 

Racier, Red S.  “The Great War in the Near East.”  Command Magazine  (Jul 1996):  pp., 20-35.  Per. 

 

Stiénon, Charles.  Les Campagnes d’Orient et les Intérêts de l’Entente.  Paris:  Payot, 1918.  328 p. 

D566.S76. 

 

U.S. Army.  Infantry School.  Monographs of the World War.  Ft Benning, GA, 1923?  695 p. 

D509.U55. 

See Monograph 18. 
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Wavell, Archibald P.  The Palestine Campaigns.  London:  Constable, 1929.  259 p.  D568.7.W3. 

 

_____.   “The Strategy of the Campaigns of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.”  Army Quarterly 

(Jan 1922):  pp. 235-49.  Per. 

Syria-1916-1917; Gaza-Spring 1917; Beersheeba-30-31 Oct 1917; 

Jordan-19 Sep-31 Oct 1918 

 

Woodward, David R.  Hell in the Holy Land:  World War I in the Middle East.  Lexington, KY:  U KY, 

2006.  253 p.  D568.A2.W66. 

 

 

 

 

SPECIFIC ENGAGEMENTS 

 

Eyewitness.  “A Cavalry Charge in the Western Desert:  The Dorset Yeomanry at Agaia.” 

Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Apr 1924):  pp. 185-93.  Per. 

25-26 Feb 1916. 

 

Hamilton, H.W.R.  “History of the 20
th
 (Field) Company; Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners.” 

Royal Engineer Journal  (Mar 1927):  pp. 41-62.  Per. 

Dujaila Redoubt, Hannah, Baghdad and Palestine. 

 

Risala.  "The Battle of the Sheep."  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Jan 1934):  p. 34.  Per. 

 

 

 

 

SUEZ CANAL 

 

Under British control since 1869, the canal between the Mediterranean and Red Seas was the shortest 

route between Europe and the Pacific and Indian Oceans.  The Ottoman Suez Expeditionary Force 

(22,000 German and Turkish troops commanded by Djemal Pasha) departed Beersheba on 14 Jan, the 

advance force attacking the canal on 2 Feb.  After two days of fighting and the loss of 2,000 men, Pasha 

returned to Beersheba.  This was the only direct Turkish attack on the canal, but the mere threat was a 

drain on British forces in the region.  It would reduce the number available to support the Dardanelles 

Campaign two months hence and move the British to force Egypt to enlarge its own forces for homeland 

defense. 

 

“The Turkish Expedition Against the Suez Canal, February 1915:  A German Account.” 

Army Quarterly  (Apr 1927):  pp. 143-45.  Per. 

 

von Heemskerck, _____.  “A German Account of the German-Turkish Expedition Against the Suez 

Canal in 1916.”  RUSI  (May 1920):  pp. 353-57.  Per. 

El Katja, Easter Sunday 1916 
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-Romani 

 

Over a year after the initial Ottoman attempt to capture the canal, German General Kress von 

Kressenstein led 15,000 Turks toward Suez, but was halted by Allied troops at Romani, a British railhead 

in Sinai.  Again, the Turks retreated across Sinai after two days of fighting. 

 

Kershaw, S.H.  “The Battle of Romani, 4
th
 of August 1916 and Illustration of F.S.R., Vol. III, 1935, 

Section 26.”  Army Quarterly  (Oct 1938):  pp. 84-95.  Per. 

 

 

-Battles for the Sinai 

 

After the victory at Romani, Britain saw the wisdom of protecting Suez from a distance. LTG Sir Charles 

Dobell constructed a railway and waterline through the Sinai, building up troops and supplies in the 

process.  On 23 Dec 1916, his troops captured the Turkish fort at Magdhaba; two weeks later the 

ANZAC Mounted Division captured the fort at Magruntein [Rafa] on 8-9 Jan 1917, removing all 

Turkish troops from the Sinai and securing the Suez by a wide perimeter.  The new British government 

(David Lloyd George), however, had its sights set on complete domination of Palestine. 

 

Kershaw, S.H.  “Sidelights on the Battle of Rafa, 9
th
 of January 1917.”  Army Quarterly  (Apr 1930): 

pp 78-85.  Per. 

Aerial photography/photographic trench maps. 

 

Robertson, H.C.H. “The 10
th
 Australian Light Horse Attack at Magdhaba, 23

rd
 December 1916.” 

Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Apr 1935):  pp. 228-33.  Per. 

 

Teichman, Oskar.  “The Yeomanry at Rafa.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Jul 1935):  pp. 369-86.  Per. 

 

 

 

 

PALESTINE CAMPAIGN 

 

Three assaults on Gaza (26 Mar, 17 Apr and 31 Oct 1917) were the result of the new British strategy.  

The first two battles were beset by British command errors, and resulted a new field commander, General 

Edmund Allenby. 

 

Armstrong, Gerry.  “Charge at Huj:  South Midland Yeomanry in Palestine.”  Military Illustrated 

(Aug 1996):  pp. 39-44.  Per. 

 

Australian Military Forces.  Operations of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force in Palestine from 28
th 

October, 1917, to 31
st
 December, 1917:  Together with a Pr'ecis of Events Prior to the 3

rd
 Battle 

of Gaza.  Melbourne:  Army HQ, 1924.  206 p.  D568.7.O63. 
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Barrow, George D.  "Two Cavalry Episodes in the Palestine Campaign, 1917-18."  Cavalry Journal 

[British]  (Oct 1936):  pp. 475-92; (Jan 1937):  pp. 1-16; (Apr 1937):  pp. 19-84; Jul 1937): 

pp. 323-47.  Per. 

 

Daley, Paul.  Beersheba:  A Journey through Australia’s Forgotten War.  Carlton, Victoria, Australia:   

Melbourne U, 2009.  339 p.  D568.7.D32. 

 

Darrah, Thomas W.  “The Palestine Campaign.”  In Campaigns of the World War.  Wash, DC:  Infantry 

Association, 1923.  pp. 130-48.  D521.U5. 

 

_____.  "A Study of the Palestine Campaign."  Infantry Journal  (Dec 1924):  p. 649-67.  Per. 

Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 

 

Grainger, John D.  The Battle for Palestine 1917.  Rochester, NY:  Boydell, 2006.  292 p.  D568.7.G68. 

 

“Egypt and Sinai, 1914-1917.”  Army Quarterly  (Apr 1922):  pp. 94-106.  Per. 

 

Lowry, Montecue J.  "Allenby's Campaign in Palestine."  Military Review  (Jun 1989):  pp. 68-79.  Per. 

 

Mitchell, G.E.  “The Rout of the Turks by Allenby’s Cavalry.”  Cavalry Journal  (Apr 1920): 

pp. 28-43;  (Jul 1920):  pp. 174-204.  Per. 

 

Teichman, Oskar.  “The Yeomanry at Gaza I.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Oct 1935):  pp. 509-30.  Per. 

26 Mar 1917 

 

_____.  “The Yeomanry at Gaza II.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Apr 1936):  pp. 159-87.  Per. 

17-19 Apr 1917 

 

_____.  “The Yeomanry at Gaza III.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Jul 1936):  pp. 315-47.  Per. 

27 Oct-6 Nov 1917 

 

_____.  “TheYeomanry at Huj, 8
th
 November 1917.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Oct 1936): 

pp. 493-516.  Per. 

 

U.S. Army Cavalry School.  The Palestine Campaign.  Ft Riley, 192-?  277 p.  D568.7.P27. 
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-Beersheba 

 

A third strike on Gaza, masterminded by Allenby, saw far greater success, largely through a campaign of 

deception.  When Allenby finally attacked, at Beersheba on 31 Oct 1917, the Turks were caught by 

surprise.  He feigned a frontal assault, with the Australian Light Horse flanking Turkish defenders from 

the east what is often referred to as history’s “last successful cavalry charge.” 

 

Clarke, F.A.S.  “Some Notes on Desert Warfare.”  Army Quarterly  (Jan 1926):  pp. 270-81.  Per. 

Water supply at Romani Oasis (1916) & Beersheba (1917) 

 

Grant, W.  “Charge of the 4
th
 Australian Light Horse at Beersheba, 31 October, 1917.”  Cavalry Journal 

[British]  (Jan 1936):  pp. 41-47.  Per. 

 

Mackintosh, A.  “Operations by the Forces under General Sir E. Allenby in Palestine.”  Infantry Journal 

(May 1918):  pp. 884-92.  Per. 

Beersheba, Gaza & Jersualem. 

 

 

 

 

JERUSALEM CAMPAIGN 

 

While decisive, Beersheba was not conclusive because the Turks had redeployed some troops, forcing the 

British to continue the Campaign.  Successive battles at Tel Esh Sheria (6 Nov), into Gaza proper (7 

Nov), Junction Station and Mughar Ridge (11-14 Nov) led to the fall of Jerusalem (26 Dec). 

 

Action of 6
th
 Mounted Brigade at El Mughar:  Palestine Campaign, November 13, 1917.  Cairo: 

Government Press, 1918.  D568.2.A38. 

 

Beadle, J.P.  “The Charge of the 6
th
 Mounted Brigade at El Mughar, November 13, 1917.” 

Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Jul 1922):  pp. 217-18.  Per. 

 

Teichman, Oskar.  “The Yeomanry at Ballin and at El Mughar (November 12
th
 and 13

th
 1917).” 

Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Oct 1927):  pp. 481-505.  Per. 

 

Thorse, I.D.P.  “Jerusalem:  A Myth of 1917.”  Army Quarterly and Defence Journal  (Apr 1990): 

pp. 203-05.  Per. 

Capture of Dec 1917 
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ENDGAME 

 

By early 1918, Turkish troops were under the command of German General Liman von Sanders, who 

deployed 36, 000 troops into the Jordan Valley.  Most of Allenby’s army had been sent to the Western 

Front, replaced with recruits from India, who spent the spring and summer of 1918 being trained by the 

thus-far successful British General. 

 

Allenby received additional support from COL T.E. Lawrence and Enver Faisal’s Arab Army of some 

6,000 tribesmen.  They had been keeping the Turks occupied by a series of raids that disrupted the Hejaz 

Railway and communication in general, and included the capture of the port city of Aqaba.  Lawrence 

convinced Allenby to allow the Arab Army to form the British right flank in the march through Palestine 

to Damascus.  Allenby chose to attack north through the Jordan Valley, through von Sanders’ army.  

Through a succession of battles, the Turkish Army essentially ceased to exist; Megiddo (westernized as 

Armageddon, 19 Sep), Damascus (1 Oct), Beirut (2 Oct), Homs (16 Oct) and Aleppo (25 Oct).  Allenby 

occupied Beirut and Homs, while Lawrence, after making a ceremonial entrance into Damascus, 

continued north to the Turkish-Syrian border.  The Turks signed an armistice on 28 Oct; with their 

formal surrender two days later, Ottoman rule in the Middle East came to an end. 

 

Cruikshank, J.R.H.  “From Acre to Aleppo with Allenby.”  Cavalry Journal  (Jan 1924):  pp. 52-62.  Per. 

Sep-Oct 1918 

 

Ex-A.D.C.  “Aleppo during the Armistice.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Oct 1924):  pp. 456-61.  Per. 

 

Fowle, F.E.  “The 15
th
 Field Troops at Haifa, September 23

rd
, 1918.”  Royal Engineers Journal 

(Sep 1934):  pp. 403-07.  Per. 

 

Hughes, Matthew.  “Eli Kedourie and the Capture of Damascus, 1 October 1918:  A Reassessment.” 

War & Society  (May 2005):  pp. 87-106.  Per. 

 

Knowles, G.  “34
th
 Poona Horse.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Oct 1920):  pp. 393-96.  Per. 

Aleppo-27 Oct 1918; Nazareth-20 Sep 1918 ;Damascus-30 Sep-1 Oct 1918. 

 

Lambert, W.J.  “A Cavalry Fight near Aleppo.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Jul 1924):  pp. 314-20.  Per. 

26 Oct 1918. 

 

McKenzie, K.A.  “The Capture of Semakh, 25 September 1918.”  Cavalry Journal  [British]  (Apr 1936): 

pp. 204-10.  Per. 

Australian Cavalry/Light Horse. 

 

Massey, W.T.  Allenby's Final Triumph.  NY:  Dutton, 1920.  347 p.  D568.7.M32. 
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Teichman, Oskar.  “The Yeomanry at Es Salt (April 30
th
-May 4

th
 1918).”  Cavalry Journal  [British] 

(Jan 1938):  pp. 1-30.  Per. 

 

"The Turkish Operations in Palestine, September 19-23, 1918."  Journal of the Royal United Service 

Institute (RUSI)  (May 1921):  p. 326.  Per. 

 

Wauchope, A.G.  “The Destruction of the VIth Turkish Army.”  Journal of the Royal United Service 

Institute (RUSI)  (Aug 1919):  pp. 436-59.  Per. 

Jebel Hamrin-24-30 Oct 1918 

 

Weir, G.A.  “Some Critics of Cavalry and the Palestine Campaign.”  Cavalry Journal  [British] 

(Oct 1920):  pp. 531-41.  Per. 

Nahr Falik-19 Sep 1918; Haifa-23 Sep 1918 

 

 

 

 

ARAB REVOLT 

 

Abellera, Thomas.  “The Arab Revolt of 5 June 1916.”  Typescript, Georgetown U, 1948.  48 p. 

D568.4.A2. 

 

Barclay, Timothy.  “T.E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt:  Innovation and Irregular Warfare.”  MA thesis, 

Central MO State, 1991.  70 p.  D568.4.B38. 

 

Barr, James.  Setting the Desert on Fire:  T. E. Lawrence and Britain’s Secret War in Arabia, 1916-1918. 

NY:  W. W. Norton, 2008.  382 p.  DS63.2.G7.B38. 

 

Browne, O’Brien.  “Creating Chaos.”  MHQ  (Autumn 2010):  pp. 14-25.  Per. 

 

DeWeerd, H.A.  “Was Lawrence a Great Soldier?”  Cavalry Journal  (May/Jun 1937):  pp. 268-75.  Per. 

Leadership 

 

Hynes, James P.  Lawrence of Arabia's Secret Air Force:  Based on the Diary of Flight Sergeant George 

Hynes.  Barnsley, England:  Pen & Sword Aviation, 2010.  146 p.  D568.4.H96. 

 

Lawrence, T.E.  “The Evolution of a Revolt.”  Army Quarterly  (Oct 1920):  pp. 55-69.  Per. 

 

_____.  The Evolution of a Revolt.  Ft. Leavenworth, KS:  CSI, 1989 reprint of above article.  22 p. 

D568.4.L387. 

 

_____.  Evolution of a Revolt:  Early Postwar Writings of T.E. Lawrence.  [Edited by Stanley and 

Rodelle Weintraub]  University Park, PA  PSU, 1968.  175 p.  D568.4.L38. 
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_____.  Oriental Assembly.  [Edited by A.W. Lawrence]  NY:  E/P. Dutton, 1940.  291 p. 

D568.4.L45.A352. 

 

_____.  Revolt in the Desert.  Ware, England:  Wordsworth, 1997 reprint of 1927 edition.  445 p. 

D568.4.L42. 

 

_____.  “A Set Piece: January 1918.”  Army Quarterly  (Apr 1921):  pp. 22-31.  Per. 

Capture of Shobek, Jan 1918. 

 

Mohs, Polly A.  Military Intelligence and the Arab Revolt:  The First Modern Intelligence War.   

NY:  Routledge, 2008.  238 p.  D639.S7.M48. 

 

Moores, Lawrence W.  “T.E. Lawrence:  Theorist and Campaign Planner.”  Ft. Leavenworth, KS: 

CGSC, 1992.  55 p.  U162.M66. 

 

Mousa, Suleiman.  “Arab Sources on Lawrence of Arabia:  New Evidence.”  Army Quarterly and 

Defence Journal  (Apr 1986):  pp. 158-71.  Per. 

 

Nicolle, David.  Lawrence and the Arab Revolt:  Warfare and Soldiers of the Middle East, 1914-18. 

London:  Osprey, 1989.  48 p.  D568.4.L45.N53. 

 

Schneider, James J.  Guerrilla Leader:  T.E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt.  NY:  Bantam, 2011.  328 p. 

D568.4.L45.S34. 

 

Weir, William.  “The Triumph of the Outside Agitator:  Lawrence in Arabia, 1916-1918.”  In Guerrilla 

Warfare:  Irregular Warfare in the Twentieth Century.  Mechanicsburg, PA:  Stackpole, 2008.  

pp. 59-66.  U240.W45. 

 

Yaphe, Judith S.  “The Arab Revolt in Iraq of 1920.”  PhD dss, U IL-Urbana-Champaign, 1972.  336 p. 

DS79.Y26Microfilm. 

 

 

 

See also: 

-Bibliography on Thomas E. Lawrence in Biographies. 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ASPECTS 

 

The Australian Army Medical Services in the War of 1914-1918.  3 vols.  Melbourne:  Australian War 

Memorial, 1930-43.  UM122.1914-18.B97. 

See Vol. 1, covering Gallipoli and Sinai/Palestine. 
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Kitchen, James.  “The Indianization of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force:  Palestine 1918.”  In The 

Indian Army in the Two World Wars.  Boston:  Brill, 2012.  pp. 165-90.  UA842.I53. 

 

Lindsell, Wilfrid G.  "Military Administration in the Palestine Campaign."  Journal of the Royal Artillery 

(Oct 1928):  p. 376-.  Per. 

 

Massey, William T.  The Great War in the Middle East.  2 vols.  Great Britain:  Leonaur, 2009. 

D640.M3487. 

Perspective of British Journalist. 

 

Mazza, Roberto, & Ouhes, Idir.  “For God and La Patrie:  Antonin Jaussen, Dominican Priest and French 

Intelligence Agent in the Middle East, 1914-1920.”  First World War Studies  (Oct 2012): 

pp. 145-64.  Per. 

 

Rarey, G.H.  “The Tank in the World War.”  Infantry Journal  (Oct 1926):  pp. 410-17.  Per. 
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pp. 215-18.  Per. 
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Sheffy, Yigal.  “Chemical Warfare and the Palestine Campaign, 1916-1918.”  Journal of Military History 

(Jul 2009):  pp. 803-44.  Per. 

 

_____.  "Institutionalized Deception and Perception Reinforcement:  Allenby's Campaigns in Palestine, 

1917-18."  Intelligence and Military Operations.  [Edited by Michael I. Handel]  London:  Cass, 
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-Air Operations 
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Per. 
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-Cavalry Operations 
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-Engineer Operations 
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Auja River-20-22 Dec 1917, Megiddo-Sep 1918. 
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Cráster, S.L.  “Engineer Stores in the Great War and After.”  Royal Engineers Journal 
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British engineers & supply Mesopotamia, Palestine & Western Front. 
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British pioneers/engineers in Palestine, 1918. 
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Dujaila Redoubt, Hannah, Baghdad and Palestine. 
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